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Denmark will be presiding over the EU Council for the remainder 
of the year, under the slogan ‘A strong Europe in a changing world’.

EU Council Presidency Overview

Every six months, the presidency of the EU Council rotates, allow-
ing every Member State the opportunity to lead the Council, where 
the leading country then ensures a smooth running of the EU. Each 
country gets a turn every thirteen-and-a-half years to chair the 
Council’s meetings, discuss and agree on laws, and preside over 
the Council’s work. Each country has its specific priorities during 
its presidency, so ensuring continuity beyond the six-month presi-
dency is essential. Countries work in trios, sequences of three con-
secutive presidencies over eighteen months, to maintain countries’ 
ambitions for a wider context and facilitate long-term planning.

Polish Presidency Exit

Poland’s presidency was the first nation in the thirteenth trio of 
Council Presidencies. The country focused on security throughout 
Europe, aiming to strengthen external, internal, information, eco-
nomic, energy, food, and health security, advancing the common 
good for all Member States. Major goals of the Polish presidency of 
the Council were military support for Ukraine, intensifying EU sup-
port for the defense industry and increasing defensive readiness, 
and strengthening EU-NATO cooperation. The Polish Presidency of 
the EU Council delivered on its core objectives, through economic 
priorities, simplifying EU law, and promoting security throughout 
the EU.

Danish Presidency

As of July 1st, Denmark has assumed the presidency, ready to prio-
ritize competitive and environmentally friendly initiatives, and a 
secure Europe, along with building upon European unity to pro-
mote and defend European interests and the international legal 
order. The programme outlines goals for the next six months, en-
suring security and defense, EU enlargement (the process of new 
countries joining the EU), and managing the war in Ukraine and its 
impact on the EU.

Other important factors that will impact Denmark’s presidency are 
the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and the eighth En-
vironment Action Program (EAP). The presidency will oversee the 
proposal for the next MFF and work to advance negotiations. The 
Danish Presidency plans to advance European climate solutions 
through the EAP and focus on negotiations for the EU 2040 cli-
mate targets, supporting the EU’s goal of climate neutrality by 2050. 

The main interests of the Danish EU Presidency of the Council are: 

1.    A secure Europe

l	 Taking responsibility for the EU’s own security and Euro-Atlantic 
security

l	 New and innovative solutions to control irregular migration and 
reduce arrivals

l	 Building comprehensive and equal partnerships with third coun-
tries
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/presidency-council-eu/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/trio-programme/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/trio-programme/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/trio-programme/
https://www.gov.pl/web/national-defence/major-achievements-of-the-polish-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union-in-key-areas-for-the-ministry-of-national-defence
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/achievements-of-the-polish-presidency/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/achievements-of-the-polish-presidency/
https://danish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme-for-the-danish-eu-presidency/programme-of-the-danish-eu-presidency/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/29/multiannual-financial-framework
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/environment-action-programme-2030_en#:~:text=European%20Green%20Deal%20crucial%20for%20boosting%20competitiveness&text=The%208th%20EAP%20entered,well%20and%20within%20planetary%20boundaries.
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/environment-action-programme-2030_en#:~:text=European%20Green%20Deal%20crucial%20for%20boosting%20competitiveness&text=The%208th%20EAP%20entered,well%20and%20within%20planetary%20boundaries.
https://www.dodspoliticalintelligence.com/resources/outlook-on-the-priorities-of-the-danish-council-presidency/
http://www.pixelio.de


Factsheet 2/25

S. 2

l	 Increase democratic resilience
l	 Strengthen economic security

2.    A competitive and green Europe

l	 Strengthen economic security
l	 Green transition driving growth
l	 Fresh look at the EU’s MFF
l	 Reduce burdens on businesses, citizens, and authorities
l	 Strengthen the Single Market, encourage innovation, and de-

velop the Saving and Investment Union
l	 Support sound economic policies and reforms in Member 

States
l	 Ensure free and fair movement, decent working conditions, and 

a safe and healthy working environment
l	 EU trade policy remains open, contributing to further market 

access and the diversification of supply chains
l	 Continue the green transition in a way that maintains the 

level of ambitions while also supporting EU competitiveness, 
security of supply, and ensuring Europe’s independence from 
Russian energy

l	 Secure better access to clean and affordable energy

A point of potential tension for the presidency is on the topic of 
migration. Denmark has shifted towards stricter controls over im-
migration, focusing on reducing overall immigration numbers and 
ensuring immigrants integrate into Danish society, and removing 
people entering illegally. The powers that come from the Council 
Presidency could greatly change the course of immigration to the 
EU, shifting towards Danish policies. There is ongoing work on the 
Returns Directive and safe country statutes.

Climate Goals

The Danish Presidency is inheriting the goals and challenges of 
the green transition. The Polish Ambassador describes the green 
transition as a crucial enabler of security and competitiveness, 

highlighting Denmark’s need to maintain stable and predictable 
climate targets, without losing momentum. Despite time cons-
traints, the Danish Presidency plans to prioritize the upcoming pu-
blication of the Commission 2040 Climate Target, ahead of COP30 
in November. The presidency is also taking on the Green Claims 
Directive, a policy focusing on transparency for environmentally 
friendly products to protect consumers.

The Danish Presidency could mean a pivotal moment for climate 
policy, as negotiations for the EU 2040 climate targets are under-
way, with a possible shift towards a forward-looking EU framework 
for agricultural emissions. In 2024, Denmark was the first country 
to adopt a targeted carbon pricing system for GHG emissions in 
agriculture. This Danish model stands out for its climate ambitions, 
and financial incentives and investments for farmers.

From July 9-11, there is an informal meeting of the Ministers and 
the Danish Presidency, discussions including reflections on the 
state of the European Environment as of 2025, concrete actions 
the EU should address to achieve the 2030 objective, MFF and 
funding, and deregulation risks, and more.

 
Conclusion

The Danish Presidency has a lot of work ahead of the changing 
times in the European Union. Denmark will be building upon 
the work of the outgoing Presidency, with security, defense, and 
enlargement remaining as central themes. Other issues include 
economic competitiveness, negotiations for the MFF, and climate 
target deals.

Find more articles and information on the Danish Presidency  
under https://consilium-europa.libguides.com/eu2025dk and
Meeting calendar.

Author: Sarah Boruchov
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